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ner of knowing 


CHRIST CRYCIFIED. 


G { LAT. G.T 4. 
God forbid that [ ſhould reioxce 
but inthe Croſle of orwr Lorde 


leſus ( triſt, &c. 
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TO THE REA 
== T /5 the common anne of men 
at this day, ana that in the 
>| weryplaces of learning , that 
1 Chriſt crucified 7s 208 known 
as he ought. The right know- 
Cad ID ledge of whome gs not to make 
often mention of his death and paſsion, and to 
call him our Saviour or to handle the whole my- 
ſteric of God incarnate ſoundly and learnedly, 
though that be 4 worthy gift of god: but fir i of _ 
all, by the conſideration of the paſs10n to be tog- 
ched wuith an inward and alively feeling of 
our ſmmnes , for which our Redeemer ſufferea the 
pangs of hell, anato grovv to athrough diſlike of 
our ſelves and our lives patt for them and fr:m 
the growndof the heart topurpoſe areformation 
and a conformitie vuith Chriſt 11 all good du-* 
ties that concerne man: ſecondly inthe Paſsion, 
45in a myrrour, tobeholdandin beholding tolg- 
bour to comprehend the length, the breaath, the 
' height, the depth of the love of the father that 
| gave his ovone deare ſonne todeath, and the 
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goodneſſe of the ſonne that loved his enemies 


more thewhimſelfe, that onr heartes might-be 


rooted and grounatd in the ſame love, ana be 


further inflameato love God againe. 

To further this true manner of knovvine 
Chriſt crucified,/ have pernedthe ſe feew lines, 
read them at thy leyſure , and have care toput 
them in prattiſe: otheruvviſe, thou art but 41 
enemie of the croſſe of Chrift, though thou pro- 

eſſe his name never ſo much. Tan.y. 15 96. 


William Perkins. 
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$ | wiſethe deuilsthemſelues know Chriſt, 


 forbidthat Iſholdreioxce in any thing but in the 


| heistrobeknowenof man. 


| not generally and contulcdly, but by alively, { | 
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Ta T is th moſt excellent and worthy part 
Pa) of divine wiſdome to know Chriſt cru- 
Shed, The Propher Efaifaith, The knouwledge Fab53-07 
of thyrighteens ſervant, chat; is, Chriſt crucifi- 

ed all tif: »a$y. And Chriſt hunfſelte faith, 1 
Thi« is eternalllife to knowe thee the onely God! lor 
and whom thou haſt ſent Te ſas Chriſt. And Paul coca 
faith, have decreed to know nothing among you & 
but Tz(us Chriſt and him crucified. Againe, God, as 
crofle of our Lord le ſus Chriſt. Againe, 1thinke | j 
allthings but loſle for the excellent knovuleage Phils. 
ſake of Chrift Ie ſus my Lorae, and abe tudge 
them but dung that Imight winne Chriſt. 
Inthe right way of knowing Chriſt crurified, 3 
two points muſt be conſidered: one, how Man .-.++ 
for hispartisro know Chriſt; the other, how | 


” 
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Touching the firſt; Man muſt know Chriſt : 


powetfull,and operatiuekrowleagze; tor other- 


hi this kwowledge three things arc required. | 
- A &£<> 7 ou 


Fe Of the right knovvuledge 

The firſt is notice or conſideration, wherby thou 
muſt concciue in mind, ynderſtand, 8 ſerioufly 
bethinke thy lelte of Chriſt as heis reuealed in 
the hiſtory of the Golpell, andas he is offered to 
thy particular perſon in the miniſtery of the 
wordeand {acraments.Andthat this conſidera- 
rio. may not be deade and idle inthee , two 


things muſtbe. done: firſt thoumuſt labour to. 


feck thy ſelte to ffand;m need of Chriſt cruci- 
fied, ycato ſtand inexceſsiue need cuen of the 
very ſeaſ drop of his bloode, for the waſhing 
away of thy linnes, And unlefſe thouthrough- 
ly tecleſt thy iclte 0 w4#t all thar goodnes and 
A that is1n Chriſt, and thatthoucuen ſtan- 
{tin extreme ncede of his palsion, thou ſhalt 
neue: learne or teach Chriſtin deed and trueth. 
Theſccond thing is, with the underſtanding. of 
the doftrine of Chriſt to10yne thirſting, wher- 
| by man inhus very ſoule andfpirit longs after 
theparticivarion of Chrilt, and taith in this caſe 
as Samſon faid,G:ue me water, ] ate for thirit, 
The ſecond part of knowledge is application, 
wherby thou muſt know and belecue* not only 
that Chriſt was crucified, butthat he was cru- 
cifi:d for t5:e, for thee, I fay, in particular. 
Here two rules ruſt be remambied and pra« 
ailed On", that Chriſt on the crofle was thy 
pledge & lurety in — thathe Loniand 
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s inthy very roomeandplace in which thou thy « 


ly feltc in thine owne perſon ſhouldeſt haue ſtood; 
In that thy very perſonall and particular finnes 
o wereimputedand applied ro him; that he ſtood 
1e gpuilticasamalctaCtour for them, and ſuffered 
3- thevery pangs of hell,and that his ſufferings are 
o as much in acceptatio with God, asif thou had- 
o deſt borne the curſe of the law in thine owne 
!- perſon eternally. The holding and belecuing 
ie ofthispoint is the very foundation of religior; by 

g asalſoofrheChurchot God. Therefore in any 
1- wiſe be carefull to applic Chriſt crucified ro 
d thy ſelfe: andas Elizcus when he would revive 
1- thechildofthe Shunamite, wentypandlay vp- 
It on him, and put his mouth vpon his mouth, 
1. andhishands vpon his hands,andhis eyes vpon 
pf hiscycs,and ſtretched himſelte ypon him: encn 
ſo, if thou wouldeſt be revived to cucrlaſting 

lifechou muſt by faith as it were ſer thy ſelfevp- 

onthe croſle of Chriſt, and applie thy handsto 

his hands,thy feete to his feere, and thy ſinnefull 

9, | heartto tus bleeding heart, and contentnot thy 

y | ſelfe with Thomas to pur thy finger into his = 
- | fide, butenen dive and plunge thy ſelfte wholly | 

r. | bath'bodic and foule 1intothe woundes and Fl 
 bloode of Chriſt. This will maketheetocric 
7; | with Thomas and fay,. Hy Lord, my God; and 
d | thisjsto be-cracifiedvwith Chriſt. And yerdoc 
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4 Cee right knowledge 
notcontentthy ſelfe with this;'burby faith allo pj; 
deſcend with Chriſt from the crofle to the x« 
grauc , and buricthy ſclfcinthe very buriall of x1 
Chriſt : and then looke as the dead ſouldiour þ- 
tumbled imo the grauc of Elizeus was madea- þ 
line at the very touching of kis bodice; ſo ſhalt xv 
thou by afpirituall couching of Chriſt dead and ay 
buricd, be quickned to hite everlaſting, The ſe- 

cond rule is, that Chriſt crucified 75 thre, bee- 1c 
jog really giuen thee of God the tarher , cucnas |k 
trucly as houſcs and landearegiuen of carthly | C 


| fatherstotheir children: this thoumuſt firmely 9 


hold and belecue; and henceis it that the bene-  ;: 
fits of Chriſt are before God ours indeede for | & 
our inſtification and ſaluation. d 
The third point 1n lively knowledge is, « 
that by all the 4ffe&Ftozs of our hearts we muſt } 
becaricd to Chriſt, and as it weretransformed 3 
into him. VV heras he gaue himſelte wholly for | 
vs, wecan doenolefiethen beſtow our hearts + ( 
vpon him. We muſt therefore loue him aboue | 
all,following thc martyr Iguatius,who ſaid that : | 
Chriſt hzs loue vwas crucified. We muſt value | 
him at ſo highaprice, thathemuſtbeynto vs | 
better thententhouſand worlds: yea allthings | 
which wc enioy mult be but as arofſe and aung | 
vnto ys in reſpe&t of him. Laſtly, allourioy, | 
rc1oycing, comfort, and cenfidence, muſt be ; 
ARS placed | 
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of Chriff crucified. © c 
lo placed in him. And that thas muctvis requi- 
he red in knowledge, it appeares by che common ; 
of rule of expounding Scripture, that Uwordes of 
Ur þnowuleage implie affettion. Andindeedeitis 
a but a knowledge (wimming in the braine, 
it which doth nor alter and diſpoſe the aftetion 
d and the wholeman. 

- Thus much of our knowledge. Now fol- 
:- Jowes the ſecond point, how Chrilt is tobe 
S knowne. He muſt not be knowne barely as V1 
y God, or asman, or asa Tewe borne in the tribe 4 
y of Iudah,orasaterrible and iuſt iudge,butas he | 


is our Reacemer and the very price of our re- 
demption : and inthis reſpe&he muſt be con(1- 
dered as the common Treaſurie and torehouſe 
of Gods Church, as Paul teſtifieth whe he ſaith, 74 
In him are all the treaſures of knovwuleage and Cons 
wt [dome hidae: and againe,Bleſſedbe God, which 
hath bleſſed vs wvith all ſpirituallble ſsings in 
Chri#t. And S. Iohn faith, that of his fulneſſe we 
receiue grace for grace. Here thenlet vsmarke © 
that all the bleſs1ngs of God, whether ſpirituall © 

| or temporall, all T ſay without exceprionare © . 

' convaled vato vs fromthe father by Chriſt;and © 

| ſo muſt they be receiued of vs and noother- * 

| wiſe. That this point may befurther cleared, 

, the benefires which wee receiue from Chriſt 

' arctobe handledand the manerotknowing of 
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6 Of the rizht knowitage 
them. The benefits of Chriſt arethree, his de-,, 
Tit his Vertue,his Example. _ 
The merit of Chriſt,is the v4.ue and price of, 
hisdcath and Paſsion, whereby man is perteQt-,,, 
ly reconciled ro God. This reconciliation hath, g 
two parts, Remz /5ron of {nnes, and 4cceptation'e; 
tolife cucrlaſting. Rem#ſs/cn of finnes, is the re-1j4 


-mooutng, or the avoliſhing borh of the guz/t,,, 


and pmniſhment of mans (innes. By guzlt I vn-;j; 
derſtanda /ub/ecFion or obligation ro puniſh-fo 
ment, according to the order of divine 1uſtice. gf 
And the puniſhment of f{1nnc is the 9a/ea/f7107 h,; 
or cur /e of the whole law, which is the ſutte- xþ 


ring ofthe firſt and ſecond death. Acceptation jr 


tolite cucrlaſting, is a giuing of right and uule 
to the kingdoine of heauen, and that forthe 

meritof Chrilts obedience tmputed, Now this c 
benefit of reconciliation muſt be knowne not xþ 
by con:citand imagination, norby carnall pre- 
ſumption; bur by the inwarde #e#t;monte of {e 
Gods ſþirit certifying our conſcicuces thereof, 'p, 


Eph.1.17 which for this caulc 1s called the ſÞirt of Reve- 'g 
lation. And that we may attaine to infallible af: |G 
filtance of this benefire , we muſtcall to minde |g 

'thepromiles of the Goſpel rouching retiſsion |o 

of linncs and [life eucrlaſting:thisþtingdonegwe » 

mult furcher ſtrive and indeayour. by the afhi; [n 

rance of Gods ſpirit co-applythemito wrong 'h 
| 
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Fares oO 
{e-ndrobelceuc that they belong vnto vs; and we 
nuR al(s pur our ſelues often roaltthe exerci- 
Otes of invocation and true repentance. For in 
(nd by our crying vnto heauty ro God for re- 
.gncthation, comes the aſſurance thereof, as 
Weriptures and Chriſtian expericrice makes mas 
C-1iteſt. And it ic ſo falkout,that any man 1n remp= 
{t \rion apprehend and feele nothing butrhe fu- 
1 tjous indignation and wrath of God) againſtal} 
h- reaſon and feeling: he muſt hold to themerite ; 
© of Chritt, and knowapointofreligion hard ts 350 
m he learned, that God1sa moſt louing father to 
erhem that haue care to ferue:himeuen arthat * 
2 inſtant when he ſhewes himſeltea moſt fierce Fg 
© and terrible ener. * DOEPSIT we 2-1 
i Fromthe bencfit'of reconciliatiomproceede 
iS foure benefirs. Firſt, that excellentpeace of God 
IX that paſſerh all vnderſtanding, which hath {xe 
> parts. The firſt is, peace with Godand the bleſ® 
f ted Trinitic, Rom 5.. beeing initifiedwue have 
t; peace vuith God. The lecond, peace withthe _ 
*: good Angels,Joh.r. 51. Te ſpall ſee the Angels of 
> \Godaſcending and ae ſceuding vpon the ſonne 
c |of man. And that Angels likearmies of ſovldi- 
n _ incampeabour the ſcruants of God, and as 
6 \nources beare themintheir armes that theybe 
+ [ncicher hurtby the deuil and his angels, nor by 
5 |his1n{truments, it proceeds of this that they be 
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* Of ther:eht Enovledes 
ing in Chriſt are partakersot tismerits. Thaeac 
thirdis, peate with all ſuch as feare God andbepir 
leeuc in Chriſt This Elay.farctold when: he T 
faid that 6how/volfe ſpall duruellauith the lamb and 
444d the leoparaiie uuith the kidae.andthe calfehez 
andthe lyon and afattebeathtorerber, andthatywt 
s little childfnould leadthemi, en6.11. v.6. Thepn 
fourth is, peace with amans,owne ſclfe, when ghe 
the conſcience: waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, pr. 
cealeth to'accule,afd terrifie:;and when the wil, ris 


fictions, and:inclinationsat:the whole man, V 


are obedient /to' the. minde enlightened by the x: 
(pirirandwordiot God, Colcfl.3::Let the peace | (i 
of God rule in'your hearts. The fitth is, peace 
with enemies and that two wates, Firſt, in that | bi 


 fuch as belecue in-Chriſt; ſeeke to haue peace a! 
 withall men; hurting none but doing good to | 0 


all: ccondly;itthat God reſtraine$the rhalice of | C 
enenics,&anclinestheirheartsto be peaccable. | ( 
Thus God brought Daniclzto lene and favour | | 


withthechiefof the Eunuches. The laſt, is peace \..\ 
withallcreaturesin heanen 8:6arth,jn rli#&they | « 


ſcruc for mis faluatio.Plal. 91.13-Thouſralt walk | 1 
Upon the lyon andthe Afpe "the YounT [yon and | 
#he dragon ſpalt thoutread vnder foot: Hol.2.18. | | 


And in that day wuill I make'a couenant for | 
them vvuith the bealts of thefielde, and*vvith ] 
 #he foules of heaven. Nowe this benefite of | 
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. of Chri# cracified. 9 
"hacace is knowne partly bythe teſtimonieof the. 
bepirit, and pattly by a daily experience thereof, 
he The ſecond benefitis aretdverieofthatright 
band title,. which man hath: toall creaturesmn 
/fchcauen and catth;: and: all temporall bleſsings 
atywhich right; Adam ioſt-ro:him(elteand cuery 
hepne of his poſteritie: 1, Cor.3:22.#/hether zt be 
- the wor 1d or life;or death:whether they be things 
t, pre ſent or things to come, all are yours.Nowthe 
,'right way.of knowing this one benefit is this. 
1 V hen God vouchſateth meate;drinke, appar- 
e rei, hon{es,lands, &c: we muſtnor barelycon- 
e\ (3der thera as-bleſsings of God, for that very 
e  hearhen men,winch know norC briſt;candoe: 
t| but we mult acknowledge and eſteeme'them « 
e as bleſsings proceeding trom the ſpeciallloue « 
> | of God the father, whereby hee loues vs.1n ©. 
f Chriſt; and procured vato vs by the merite of « 
- | Chriſt crucified : and we mult Jabour in this 
/| pointto be ſerled and perſwaded: and ſooftas 
"| we ſee and vſe the creatures of God for our 
| owne benefite, this point ſhould come toour 
| rizindes. Blekings concetued apart from Chriſt, 
| are milconceiued: whatſocuer they arcinthe- 
| ſelues rhey are no bleſsings ro:vsbutinand 
| Chrifts merit; Therefore this order muſt be 
/ obſerued. rouching carchly- blelsings : - firſt 
wee mult heue, part in the. merite of Chriſt, 
and 
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Conſider 


OS healchlibertic; yea of the very breathing inthe | 7 


Chriſt maſt. be knowne.' i'or all recreation 


Om >» 


10 Oftherieht tee 
and then ſecondly by meanes ot that merit, 

right before cord: = comfortable vie of th 
things weenioy: Allmenthar hate and vieth 
creatures of God otherwiſe, asgitts of God bu 
notby Chriſt, vſe them bur as flaw furper sanc 
= Dh For thiscauſe is itnot ſufficient for vs 


generally and contutedly ro know Chriſt to be 


our Redeemer; burwe mult learn to (ee, know, 


and-acknowledge him m cuery particular gift 
andblcſsing of God. If men viing the creatures 
of mcate and drinke; could, when theybeholde 
chom;wichallby rhecye of tath behold in them 


the merit of Chrilts paſst00,there would not be 


ſt: 
he 
VI 
is 
ſh 
r1 
fr 
ſc 


ſo: much cxceſle and ryot, fo much (urtetting / 


and drunkennes, as there is: and if men could 


- con{idertheir houſes and lands,&c. as bleſs1ngs 


” tothe, and that by the founraine of bleſging 
the merits of Chriſt, there ſhould not be lo 
much fraud and deceit, ſonuch iniuſtice and 
oppreis10n in bargaining as there 1s, 

Thar which I hanenow (a1dofmeats,drinks; 

apparrell, mult |1kewiſe be vnderſtoode of gen- 

tric and nobiliue, in as much as noble-birth 
without nevwe birthin Chriitis buran earthly | 
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SO 


vaninie :thelike rnay be (a1 of pbylicke, {kcepe, | £ 


* ayre. Andro goc yet furthet:inour Recreations *' 


ſtands | 
| 


of Chrift cracified, -"_—_ 


ſtands in the vſe of things indifferent: a the 
holy vſc of all things indifferent, is|purchaſed 
vnto vs by the blood of Chriſt. For this cauſe 1r 
is very meete that Chriſtian men-and women 
ſhould-with their carthly recreattons ioyne ſpi- 
rituall meditation of the death of Chriſt, and 
fromthe one take occaſion to bethinke them- 


v, ſclues oftheother. If this were pradtiſed, there 


ſhould not be ſo many vnlawtull ſports and de- 
lights, and ſo much abuſe of lawfull recreation 
as there is. 

The third benefit 15, that all croſles, affliti- 
ons, & 1ndgements vv hatſoeve r,ccale to be cur- 
ſes ad puniſhments to them that are in Chriſt, 
andare onely meanes of correctio# or trialk be- 
cauſe his death hath taken away notſome fewe 
parts, bur all and cuery part of thecurſeofthe 
whole lawe, Now in all crof/es,Chriſt isto be 
knowne of vs on this manner. VVemultiudge 
of our afflictions as chaſtiſements or trialls, pra» 
ceedin@not from a reuengivg indge, but from 
the hand of a bountitull and loving | father; and 


therefore they mult be concciued in andwuk 


the merit of Chriſt;andif we doc ocherwile re- 


| gardthem, wetake themas cuckgandpuniſh- 
| ments of finne. And henceit follows hpi 


\ tion toGodshand in allcroſſes, is amarkeand 
: B 1 badge 
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Iz Of he right knowlenre 
badze of the true Church. 
The laſt bewefst is, that death is properly no 


death,but arreſt or {]-epe. Death therefore maſt 


be knowne and conſidered not as it is ſet forth 
in thelaw. bur as itis altered and changed by the 
death of Chrift:8& when death comes, we muſt 
then looke vpon it through Chriſts death, as 
through aglaſle: and thus it will appeate to be 
burapalſagetrom this lite to cuerlaſting lite. 
Thus much of the merzt of Chriſt crucified. 
Now tollowes his vertae, which is the power 
of his Godhead, whereby hecreatesnew hearts 
in all them that belecuc in him, and makes them 


'newcreatures. I his vertwe is FRYTM the firſt 1s, 
the power of his aeath, wher by he freed himſelf 


from the puniſhrnent and 1mpurtation of our 
ſinnes; au the ſame vertue ſeructh tomortihe 
andcrucifie the corruptions of our minds,wills, 
afte&tios,cue as a corafive doth waſt & conſume 
the rote 8& dead fleſh inany part of mans body. 

The ſfecond,is the vertwe of Chrits re ſurre- 
fon, which is alfo the power of his Godhead, 


wherby he railed nimcit from death to lite : 8 


the very ſame power ſerueth to raile thoſe that 
bel ?NgtO Chriſt, from their ſinnes in this life, 


and from the graue in the day of the laſt ndee- 
ment. Now the knowledze ofthis double ver- 
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of Chrift erucified ”; 

te muſtnot beonely ſpeculative, that is, barely 

) conceiued inthebraine, bur it rauſt De experi- 
} mental:becauſe we ought to haue experience of « 
3  itinoutrheartsand liues, and wethould labour « 
e by all meanes poſſible to feele the power of « 
js 
5 
- 


Chriſts death killing 8 mortifying our lines, « 
& the yertue of his refurteftion in the putting « 
of (pirituall life into vs, that we might be able c 
toſay that weliue nor but that Chriltliuesin vs. © 
|. This was oneof the moſexcelientand princi- 
x pall things which Paul ſoughtfor, who ſaith, 7 
5s hauecountedall thinzs Wy and doe inde thens 
1 fobedung,that I may know him anathevertue 
of his reſurrection, Phil.3. 10. And hefaiththar 
t' thisisthe right way to know andlearne Chfif, 
fo cast off the oldman which 5 e5 corrupt through 
e akceiueable luſts, and to put on the neue mats 
which is created in righteous and true bolines, 
e Ephi4 
A Big "The tf third benefiteis the example of Chriſt 
= We deceiue our ſchaes, if we thinkethat he 
is onely to be knowne of vs as a Redeemer, 
| andnotas a #edfacleand patterze of all good 
t| duties; to which-we ought ro conforme our 
| ſelnes. Good men indecde, that haue beene 
-| or in preſent are ypon the earth the ſeruants 
- of oe, muſt be followed of ys: bur they 
c| B 2 miſt 


1” Of the right knowledge 
E.-J 
muſt be followed no otherwiſe then they fol- 
| low Chriſt, and Chriſt muſt be followed inthe 
practiſe ofcuery gooddutie that may concerne t 
vs without cxccption ſimply and abſolutely, i. r 
Cor... C 
LY - Our conformitic with Chriſt ſtands either b 
| | inthefratning ofour inward and fpirituall life, b 
YO orinthe praCtiſe of outward and morall duties. n 
= . . _ Conformineinſpiritualllife1s, not by doing v 
1% that which Chriſt did vpon thecrofle and at» C 
4 0} cerward, but adoing of the like by acertaine << 
kind of imitation. And it hath foure parts. The I; 
b 
01 
Ge 
W 
ye 
at 
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firſt is,a /Þ/rituall oblation, For as Chriſt in the 
garden & yponthe croſle,by prayer made with 
ftong cryes and tearcs, preſented and reſigned 
himſelf vp to be a ſacrifice ofpropitiationto the 
juſtice of his father for mans ſinne : ſo mult we 
alſo inprater preſent and reſ1gue our ſelues, our 
ſoules,our bodies, our vnderſtanding, will, me- 
 morie, afteCtions, and all we haue to the ſeruice fo 
of God,in the generali calling ofa Chriſtian,and T 
inthe particular callings in which he hathpla- | w 
ced vs. Takean example in David, Sacrifice and | m 
barnt offering (faith he) thouwwuouldeſt not, but | O\ 
eares thou hait pearcedunto me, then ſaid, loe I | vt 
come:1 dfſire to doe thy will, O God, yea thy law ts | hi 
wuithinmy heart, Plal. 46.7. The ſecond is, | m 
con- 


— 


of Chyist —_ 1" 
conformitie in the croſſe two waies, For firſt, as 
he bare his ownecroſfe tothe place of exequu- 
tion: ſo muſt weas good diſciples of Chriſtde- 
nic our ſelues, take ypall the croſſes and affliti- 
onsthar the hand of God ſhall lay vpon vs, iftt 
be enery dayand follow him. Againe,we muſt 
become like vnto him in the crucifying and 
mortifying the maſſe and bodie of finne which 
wecatrrieabour vs, Gal. 5.24. They wohich are 
 Chrifitshavecrucified the fleſh owed the affe- | 

ions and lufts thereof. Ve muſt doe asthe | 
Tewes did, we mult ſet vp the croflesand gyb- — = 
bets wheron we are to faſt 8& hang thisfleſh of | 
- ours, that is, theſ{inne & corruption thatcleanes | 
| &ſticksvnto ys, and by the {worde of the ſpirit - 
- wounditeuetodeath, This being don, wemuſt 
 yetgoefurther,and labour by experience toſee -»- 
and feele the very death of it, andtolayiras it 
. wereinagraueneuer to riſe againe: andthere- | 
 foreweſhoulddaily caſt new mouldes yponit. 4 
| Thethird is, a $1r/tnall re ſurrecFion,whereby — 
we ſhould by Gods grace vſe meanes that wee 
/ | may*eucry day more and more come out of 
| our {inncs, asout of a loathſomegraue; toliue 
| vntoGodinnewnes of lite, as Chriſt roſe from 
; | his graye. And becauſe it is an hard matter fora 
 man'tocome out ofthe graue or rather dimge- \b 
| = Wei B3 on '2 
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76 Of the rizht knowledge 
on of his ſ{innes, this worke cannot bedone 


at once but by degrees, as God ſhall giuegrace. 
Contidering welic by nature dead 1n our finns, 
and ftinke in them as loathſome carrion,firt we 
muſt deginne to ſtirre our ſclues as a man thar 
comes out of a ſowne, awakened by the word 
and yoice of Chriſt ſounding in our deate 
cares: lecondly we muſt raiſe yp our mindes 
toaberter ate and condition, as we vie to raile 
vp out bodies: after this we muſt put our of 
the graue firſt one hand, then the other. This 
done , we muſt doc our indeauouras it were 
vpon'our knees, at the leaſt toputone foote 


out of this ſepulchre of fanne, the rather when 


welce our (clues to hauec one foote of the bo- 
diein.the grauc of thecarth, thatin the day of 


| dudgement we may be wholly deliuered from 


all bonds of corruption. The fourth parts, a 
Þirituall aſcenſion into heauen, by acontinuall 
elevation of the heart and mindeto ChriQ (1t- 
ting atthe right hand ofthe father,as Paul ſaith, 


Hage your conuer ſation in heauen: and , 1} 
ye beriſen with Chriſt, ſecke things that are 
above. L | tf 
;- Conformiticin morall dutics, is either gene- | 


xallor ſpeciall. Generall, isro be holyashe is ho+| 


, ly,Rom 8.29. Thoſe wheme he knew before he 


bath 
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hath predeftinate to be like hes mage of his 
forne, that 1s, not oncly 1n the croſle bur al- 


ſo in holines and glorie. 1. Toh.3. He wwuhich 


hath this hope purifieth bomſelſe cuen as heis 
PULE. 

Speciall conformitie, is chiefly in foure 
vertues; Faiih, Love, Mceke cnelie, Hu- 
milttie. 

Vee muſt be ike himin faith. Forashe, 
when hee apprehended the wrath of God, 
and the yery pangs of hell were-vpon him, 
wholly Rtaide himiclfe vpon the ayde, helpe, 
protection and good plcaſure of his father, 
cuca to the laſt: ſo muſt wee by a true and 


lively faich depend waolly on Gods mercie in 


Chrift, as it were with both our handes, in 
peace, in trouble, in lite, and inthe verypang 


of death : and we muſt not 1nany wiſelet our © 


holde gocnothough we ſhould feele our {clues 
deſcend to hell.” 

We mult be like him in meckenefſe, Matth. 
1.v.28. Learne of me that I am mecke and 
lowvuly. His meckeneſle ſhewed it ſelfe inthe 
patient bearing of all ingaries and abuſes of- 


tered by the hands of finnefull and wretched. 
men, and in the ſuffering cf the curſe of the 


lawe, without grudgiog or repining, and with 
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ſubmiſsionto his fathers will in all things. Now | 
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the more we follow him herein, the more ſhall 
we be conformableto him1n his death andpaſ 
fon, Philip.3.10. | 

Thirdly,he muſt be our cxample in ove: he 


loued his enemics more ther, himſclie, Eph.5.4. 


walke in love cvengas Chrift loned vs, and 
"AY 7 4s 


hath gaiuen himſeclfe for vs an oblation and ſa-. 


erifice of ſuveete (meliing ſavour unto God. 
The like loue ought wetoſhew, by doing (er- 


uicetoall men in the compaſle of our callings, 


and by beeing all things toall men(as Paul was) 


that we might doe them all the good weecan 
both for bodie and ſoule.1.Cor. 9.19. 

Laſtly, we muſt follow Chriſt in humzlzrie, 
whercotheisa wondertull ſpe&tacle,in that be- 
10g God,he became man for vs; and of aman 
became a worme that is troaden vnder foote, 
that he might ſaucman,Philip.z.5.Let the ſame 
minde be in you that vas in Teſus Chrift , who 


being inthe forme of God, humbled himſelfe 


and became obedient to the death, euextothe 


aeath of the croſſe. 


And here we muſt abſeruethatthe exampleol 


_Chriſthath fomething moreinitthEany other 


exaple hath or ca haue:forirdothnotonlyſhew 
vs what ye oughtto co (as theexaplesof other 


- 


of Chy it erucified. 19 
ww mendoe) butitis aremeaze againſt many' vi- 
ul ces, and a motzve to many good daties. Firſt 
f of all the ſerious confideration of this, thar 
the very ſoine of God himſelte ſuffered all the 
© painesand torments of hel on the crofle for our 
.. ſinnes, isthe proper 8 moſt cfteQtuall meansto 
4 ſtirreup our hearts to a godly ſorow for them. 
- - Andthat thisthing may cometo paſſe, enery « 
|. man muſt beſetled without doubr, that he was « 
- the man that crucified Chriſt; that he istobe « 
>  blamedas wellas Indas, Herode, Pontms Pj- « 1 
| late, and the TJewes: and that his finnes were « 
1 rhe nayles, the ſpeares, and the thornes that 
pcarced him. VV hen this meditation beginnes | 
, | to takeplace, bitrerneſle of ſpirite with way® 
ling and mourning takes place in ike manner; 
|  Zach.12.v.10. And they ſhall looke upon hint 
, | wwhome they have pearced, and they ſpall 1a- 
\ | ment for him as one lamenteth for his onely” 
fonne . Peter in his firſt ſermon ſtrooke the 
lewes as with a thunderclappe from heaven, 
| when hee ſaide unto them , Tee have cruci- 
| fied rhe Loyde of glory, fo asat theſame time 
| three chouſande men were pricked in their 
| heartes, and faide, Men and breethren, what 
| ſrall uoer abe tobe ſaved? Againe, if Chriſt * 
| for-our linnes ſhedde his heart bleode: and if 
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ourfſinnes made him ſ{weate water and bloode, 
Ohthen why ſhouid nat we our (clues ſhedde 
bitter teares, and why ſhoulde not our heartes 
bleede for the He that findes himſelfe ſo dull 
and hardened that the Paſsion of Chriſt docth 
 nothumble him,is in alametable calc; for there 


isno faith inthe dcath of Chriſt , eftetuall in 
himas ya. 


Secondly , the meditation of the Paſsion of 


Chriſt isa moſt notable meanes to breed repen- 
tanceand reformation of life in time to come. 
For when wee beginne to thinke that Chriſt 
crucified, by ſuftering the firſt and ſecond death, 


hath procured unto vs remiſgion ot all our ſinns 


paſt, and freed'vsfrom hell, death, and damna- | 


tion: then, itthere be but a ſparks of grace in 
vs,we beginnetabe of another minde , and to 
reaſon thas with our felues: VV hat? bath the 
Lord bcene thus mercifull ro me,thatam in my 
ſelfke but a firebrand of hell, as to tree me from 
deſcrued deſtruction and to receiue me to fa- 
uourin Chriſt? yca,no doubt,he hath,his name 
be bleſſed therefore: I will not therefore {inne 
any moreasT have done, but cuer hereafter en- 
deauour to keep my (elte from euery euill way. 


Andthus faith purifies both-lheartand life. 


Thirdly, when thou art i ary paine of body. | 
'] of 


- of CÞri(t crucited, 21 


de, or (1 G cknelle, thinke how light: thids arc compa: 
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red to the agony and bloody {weate, to the - 
crowne of thornes and nailes of Chriſt. When 
thou art wronged in worde or deede by any 
man,rurne thine; eyetothe coin how 
meckely he {uttered ail abuſes forthe moſt part 
in ſilence, and prayed for them that crucified 
him . VVhen thou art tempted with pride or 

vaine-glory, conſider how for thy proper {inns 
Chriſt was deſpiſed and mocked and condem- 
ncd among theeues. VV hen anger and debre 
of renenge inflame thine heart, thinke huwe 
Chriſt gaue him-ſeltero deathto faue his ene- 
mics, cuen then when they did moſt cruclly in- 


' treate him, andſhedde his bloode: and by theſe 


meditations, ſpeciallyif they be mingled with 
faith, thy de ſhall be caſed. 

Thus wee ſee how Chriſt crucified is to be 
knowen:and hence ariſerh a threetolde knows- 
ledge:one of Gad.the ſecond of our neighb ors, 
the third of our ſcelucs, 

Touclung the farſt: If wee woulde knows 
the-true God ariphr, and: knowe-him to Our 


| ſalvation, wee muſt know him onely in Chrift 
- | cy acified. Godin him-(clicandhis owne max 


| teſty-is inviſible, nor onely to theeyes.of the 


| body, bugalſoto the very mindesof men, and 


hee! Is reucaled to us onely in Chriſt, in whome 
he 


22 Of the rieht knowledge 
hee istobe ſeene as ina glaſſe. For in Chriſt } 
hee ſerteth foorth and giues his iuſtice, good- , 
neſſe, wiſdome, and himſelfe wholly vnto vs. 
For this cauſe hee is called the brightneſſe of 
the glory, and the ingrauen fourme of the per- j 
fon of the fath-r, Hebr. 1.3. and the image of | 
the inviſyble Goa, Cololl. 1. IF. Therefore wee { 
muſtnot knovw God and feeke hin) any where þ 
els but in Chriſt : and whatſocuer out of Chriſt ] 
comes vnto vsin thenameof God, is aflat idol :; 
of mans brainc. | 
As for our neighbours, rhoſe eſpecially that | 
| 
| 


 I1W: are of Gods Church, they arcto be knowen 
IH" ofus on this manner: VWhen wee are to doc 

1 any duty unto them, wee muſt not barely re- 
ſpe their perſons,but Chriſt crucified in them, 


and them in Chriſt, VV hen Paul perſecuted | 
ſuch as called on the name of Chriſt, he then | 
| 
| 


from heauedcryed, Saul, Saul, why per ſecu- 
geſt thou me > Here then let this be marked, 
that when the poore comes to vs for releefe, 
it 15 Chriſt that comet to our dores and ſaith, | 
Famhnogry, Tam thicſtie, T am naked: and |; 
let the bowells of compaſsion'be in vs tow- | 
ardes them as towardes Chriſt , vnleſſe wee |; 
will heare thar fearefull ſentence in the day of | 
iudgement, Goe yee cur ſed into bell, ee. 1 woes | 
f | j huyery, | 


| 


— 


of Chriſt crucified. 23 
iſt hunzry , and yee fedde me not: Tovss naked, 
zd- and yee did not cloath me,e7c. 
vs. Thirdly, the right knowledge of our (el- 

of nes ariſerh of the knowledge of Chriſt eruct- 
er- ied, in whome and by whome weecometo 
of knowe fine ſpeciailthings of our {clues . The 
ee firſt, how gricuous our {innesare, and there- 
re fore how miſerable we are inregardofthem. 
1ſt If wee conſider our offences in them-ſclues, 
Jo! andas they are in vs, wee may ſoone be de- 
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ceiued , becaulethe conſcience beeing corrup- 
ted often erreth in ginivg teſtimony , and by 
that meancs maketh\ſinne to appeareleſiethen 
it is indeede. Bur if {1nne be conſidered inthe 
death and paſsion of Chriſt, whereof it was 
the cauſe, and the yilenefle thereot mealured 
by the unſpeakable rorments endured by the 
ſonne of God: and if thegreatneſſeof the of- 
fence of man be eſteemed by the endlefle farif- 


faftion made to the iuſtice of God, the leaſt 


fianethatis will appeareto bea finne indeede, 
andthat moſt grievous and oug]ly . Therefore 


Chriſt crucifiedmuſt be uſed of vsasamyrrour 
or looking glatle, in which we may tully take - 


a views of our wretchednefſe arid miſery,and 


[what wee are by nature. Forſuchas thepal- 


{ion of Chriſt wasin the eyesof men, ſuchis 


our 


| | 
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our paſsion or condition 1n theeyes of God; vt 
that which wicked mendid co Chriſt,the ſame ci 
doth finne and Satan to our very ſoules. 

The ſecond point is, that men belcening im v 

Chriſt are not their ovwne, or lordes of them-. c 
ſclues, but wholly both body and ſoule belong; a 
ro Chriſt, in that they were giuen to him of s 
God the Father, ad hee harh purchaſed chem! 2 
with his ovne blood, 1. Cor. 3. Tee are Chriſts, x 
_ and Chrift Gods. Hence it commeth to paſſe 1 
(which isnotto be forgotten)rhat Chriſt eſtee- 
meth all the croſſes and atflitions of his people, 
_ ashisown proper afflictions. Hence againe we 
muſt learne to giue vp our ſelues both in body 
and fouteto the honour and ſcruice of Chriſt, 
whoſe weare. 

Thethirdis, that every true belecuer, not as 
heisa 7443, but as he is anew 1247 Ora Chris. 
- ſtian,hath this being and ſubſiſting trom Chriſt, | 
wee are members of his bodie, of his fleſh, and 
of his bone, Ephel. 5. v. 30. In which wordes, 
Paul alludes tothe ſpeech of Adam, Genel. 3. | 
T hou art bone of my bone, ani fleſh of myfleſh, 
and thereby he teacherh, that as Eve was made | | 
of a ribbe taken out of the (ide of Adam; fo | 
doth the whol Church of Cod, and eucry man 
regencrate,ſpring 8& ariſc out of the blood that | 
ſtreamed 
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= of Chrift crucified; 25 
& ſtreamed fromthe heart and {ide of Chriſt cru- 
ne cified; 
The fourth 1s, that allgood workes done of 
im vs, proceede from the vertue & meritof Criff 
n- crucified: he isthe cauſe ofthem in vs, and wee 
19! are the cauſes of them in and by him . 1#th- 
of out me (laierh hee) yee can abe nothing: and, E- 
m_ verie braunch that beareth not fruite in me, 
's, _ marke well he ſaith, 72 me, he taketh away, Loh. 
Te I5;V.2. _ 
c- Thefifthpointts, rharwe oweunto Chriſt 
ec, anendlefſe deb. For he was crucified onely as 
'e| our ſurety and pledge, and in the ſpeRacle of 
y his Paſsion wee mult confider ourſclues asthe 
t, clycfe debters, andthat the very diſcharge'et 
our debt, chatis, the ſinnes which are inherent ; 
5, invs, were the proper cauſe of all the endleſle 
i- painesand torments that Chriſt endured, thar 
t, . he might ſer vsmoſt miſerable bankruprs at [i- 
4 berty from hell, death, and damnation. For this 
;, | his anipeakbioy go0dnefſe, if we doe butonce 
. | thinkeof ir ſcrioully, wee muſtneedes confeſle 
| tharwe owe our ſelues, our ſoules, and bodies, 
e | and allchar wee haue as adebt dueuntohim. 
> | Ando foone as any man beginnes to knowe 
1 | Chriſt crucified, he knowes lus owne debr, and 
t | thinkesofthe paiment of it. 
1 | Thus 
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. 


26 Of the rieht knovuledoe | 


Thus wee ſee how Chr/# isto be knowen:! 
now wee ſhallnot neede ro make much cxa-! 
mination whether this manner of knowing 
and acknowledging of Chriſt, take any place! 

1a the worlde or no: for very fewe there be 
that knowe him as they ought. The Turke 
euen atthis very day knowes himnot but as he 
was a Prophet. The Iewe ſcorneth his crof/e 
and paſ5/0x. The popiſh Churches, though 
in wordethey conteſle him, yer doc they not 
knowe him as they ought . The Fryers and 
Teſuitesin their ſermons at this day, common- 
ly vſcthe Palsion as a meanes to ſtirreup:pitie 
and compalsion towardes Chrilt, who becing 
ſo righteous a man was fo hardly intreated, | 
andtoinflane their hearers to an hatred of the 
Jewes, and Iudas, and Pontius Plate that put | 
our bleſſed Sauiour ro death; bur allthis may 
 bedoneinanyother hiſtory . Andtheſeruice 
of God whichin that Church ftandes now in 
force by the Canons of the Councill of Trent, | 
defaceth Chriſt crucified, in that the paſsions | 
of martyrsaremade meritorious, and the ye- 
ry woode of thecrofle their ozely helpe : and 
the virgine Mary the Queene of heaven, anda 
mother of mercy, who in remiſsion/of ſinnes | | 
may commannia her ſonne: and they giue religi- | 
| ous 


= Ml 


7 of pr PORT TIN 27 
en:| ous adararing; todumme Crucifixes made BY 


xa-| thehandandariofman. 

29 ,- Thecommon' proteſtanr li howiGenmmer 

CC ſhorre herein, for three cauſes.” Firſt whereas 

be| inworde they, acknowledge him.10 be theix | 

ke Saujour, thathath redeemed chemfrom their 

Ic euill connerlarion, yerindeede'they make him 

ſe | &patrone of their, fnnes. The theete makes 

| bimhcrecciuer ,themurderer makes him his 

2t | refyge, * the adulrerer (be-it.(puken-with re- , Calvin. 
d | werenceto his majeſtic) makes himthebawde. 6.c.6.4 
1- | Far penefally men-walke on intheir cuil waics; 
c fome.living inthis fiance, ſomein thaz,/andyer 
for all this they. perſwade them(elues,that God 
!, | is-mercifull ; and; that Chriſt hath freed. them 
© | fromdeath and-damnation. Thus Chriſt ws 3. | 
© | came:to-aboliſh, Gane; is made'as; Maintainer | 
y theroof, and the. common packe-borſe. of the 
c | worldetg Veare eugry.mans Os Send vs 
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þ += wang but i in. ef meane Golan "he ver- 
rue af-Chriſts: death in the mortifying offinne, 

| 

; | 

| 5 


and the. bleſſedexample of hispaion, which, 
oughtto be followegand expreſſed 1n our lines: 
andeonverſations;i3litde or nothing regarded. 
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23 Of the right knowuledge 
Tally and confirſedlyto know Chriſttobetheir | 
Redeemer, neuer once ſecking in cucry'par- 
ticular eſtate and condition of life, andin euc- 
ty particulat bleſsing of God, to feele thebe- 
nefire of hispaſsion. VV hat 1s the caufethar 
almoſt all the wotldeliue inſecuritie; never al- 
moſt couched for their horrible ſinnes? ſurely 
the reaſon is, becauſe they did'neuer yet (eri- 
ouſly conlider that Chriſt in"the garden lay 
 groueling uponthe carth, Fveating watet and 
: bloode for their offences: Againe, all ſuich''as 
by traixde and oppreſsion, orany kinde ofhard 
Healing ſucke the bloode of poore met1;] neuer 
yetknewe thattheir ſinnesdrew out the heart 
bloode of Chriſt. And proude'menandwo- 
men that arc puffed vp by reaſon of theirartite;: 
_ which is the badgeof theirſhame, andneaer- 
ceale hunting after ſtraunge faſhions;doe/not 
conſider thar-Chriſt was. not cracified in gay 
attire, but naked, that he mightbeare the'whol 
ſhame and &urſeof the law for'vs.!' Theſe and: 
ſuchlike whatſocuer they (ay! in worde}ifwe? | 
reſpect! the tenour of their lives} areflatte'er1e-: 
mics of the crofle of Chriſt, and treade his 
_ pretious blood under their fore! | QF! 
Now then , conſidering; this ſoweighty rat 


ſpecial 2poinrof religion is ſomuch negleed, | 
O man 
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* of Chriſt crucified, 29 


r Omanor woman, high or low, young or old, 

'- | tf thon hauec beene wanting this way, beginne 

- for veryſhametolcarne and learning trahcly to 

- | knowChtiſt crucified. And thatthou mailt at- | 
© traintothis, behold him often,not inthe wood- 

- den-crucifixe after the popiſh manner, bur in 

y the'preaching of the VV orde, and in the Sa- 

- craments, in which thou ſhalt ſee hims erucif. 

y ea before thine eyes, Galat. 3.1. Deſire not here 

1 upon carth to beholde him with the bodily 

cyc; butlooke upon him with the eye of true 

: 
5 
al 


and linely faith, applying him and his merites 
to tliy ſelte as thine owne, and thar' with a 


broken arid bruiſed heart, asthe poore Iſrat- 
lites ſtung with fiery ſerpents cuen to death, | 
behelde the braſen ſerpent. Againe, thoumuſt- Ft] 
looke vpon him firſt of all asag/aſſe or $etFa- » 
5 c/e;inwhich thou ſhalt ſee Gods plory grea- 
 ter-mthy Redemption, then in thy creation. 
lathe creation appeared Gods infinite wile- 
: dome, power, and goodneſle: inthy Reden- 
! \prion by thepaſsion of Chriſt, his endleſle 1us 
! (ſticeandmercy.In the creation thou artameims 
Iberol the firit Adam ,/and beareſt his mage: 
in thy Redemprion-thou art a member of the 
|{zcohd Adam. In the firſt thouart indued with 
| naturalllite; in the ſecond with pititcrall. Inthe 
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firſt, thou haſt inthe perlon of Eve thy begirt-! dc 

ning of the ribbe of Adam-:inthe ſecond,thou ſt 

i haſt thy beginning as thou art borne of God, fa 
% our of the bloode of Chriſt. Laſtly,in the firſt, 

M godgauelite by commanding thatto be,which © 

was not :1ntheſecond, he giues lifenot by. life, {t 

"Bb but by death, cucn of his owne ſonne. This is P 

5 B. the myſtery into whicathe Angels themſelues 2 
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dclire tolooke imo, 1.Per. 1.12. Secondly, thou 
8: muſt behold him as the full price of thy Redem- 
W4'( ption, and perieCt reconciliation with' God; 3 
and pray earneſtly to .God, that hee woulde' © 
ſcaleup the ſame in thy very conſcience by his b 
Holy lpirite. Thirdly, thou muſt behold Chriſt! ! 
as aiexample, to whome thou mult conformie! £ 
thy {clic by regeneration. Forthis cauſe giue. { 
diligence, that thou maicſt by experience ſay, | 
that thou'art deade and crucified and buried: \ 
with Cariſt, and that thou riſeſt againe with | 
him, tonewnelle of life : that he inlightens thy, | 
minde, and by degrees reformes thy willand: ! 
aftcctions , and giue thee both the will and the] | 


deede incucry good thing. And thatthou maiſt! 


p 


| 
not faile in thisthy knowledge, reade the hiſto-' 4 
ry ot Chriſtes paſsion, obſcrue all the parts and]. 
circumſtances thereof, and apply them to thy! 
ſclte tor thy tull conyer{ton. VV hen thou rea-! 
I; deſt; 


mn 


4: 


| ef Chrift eructfied. 31 


4. deit ctharChriſt went rothe garden, ashiscus - 
22 ſtome was, where the Tewes might ſooneſt at- 
d, tach him, conls der thathe went tothe death uf 


K, the croſle for thy linnes willingly, and-not of 
<þ. conſtraint; and that thereforethou for thy parr 


odd 
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1? 
z- fion anddeccit, for yhome Chriſt Fear Arer 


ſhouldeſt doe him all ſervice freely and frankcly, 
Pſal.110.3. VV her thou heareit thatin his ag'o- 


| ny his ſoule was heavy unto death, knowe it 


was for thy finnes, & tharthou ſhouldeſtmuch 
more conceiuc heauineſle of heart tor the ſame: 


; Agatne, that this ſorrow of hisis 1Oy and reioy- 
 cing unto thee,itthou wilt beleeuein himzcher- 


tore Paul faicth reioyce, I fay agame retovce 
inthe Lorde. Whenthou readeſtthatin the 


| garden hee prayedlying groucling on his face, 


tweating water and bloode, bepinne to thinke 
ſcrioully what an unſpeakable meaſure of gods 
wrath was upon thy bletſed Sautour , that did 
proſtrate his body upon the earth, at cauſe 


the bloode to tg : and thinkethat thy ſinnes' 


mult necdes be moſt hcynous, that brought 
ſuch bloody and grieuous paines upon him. Al- 
ſothinke it a very ſhame for thee to carry thy 


| heade to heauen with baughticlookes, to wal- 


lowein thy pleaſures, and todrawe he' l2NO- 
cent bloode of thy poore brethren by onore!- 
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16 Of the right knowleage 
and bloode, and take an occaſion from Chriſts | 
agony ,to lay aſide the pride of thy heart, to | 
be aſhamed of thy (clfe, to gricucin hearc, yea | 
eucntobleede x4 thine owne offences,caſting | 
downeand humbling thy ſelfe with Ezra, ſay- 
ing, Omy God, I am confoundedand aſhamed 
ro lifte vp mine eyes unto thee , my God: for 
mine iniquiues arc increaſed, and my treſpaſle 
is growen vpitnro heauen, &c. When thou 
readcſt that Chriſt was taken and bounde, 
thinke that thy very ſfinnes brought him into 
the povicr ot his enemics, and were the veric 
bondes wherewith hee was ryed: thinke that 
thou ſhouldeſt have beene bends in the yery 
famemananer vnleſle he had beene a ſuretic and ! 
pledge for thee: thipkeal{o that thou jn the (elfe | 
ſame manner art bounde and tryed with the. 
chaines of thinc owne (1nnes and that by na - 
ture thy wilt, aftetions,and whale ſpirit is tyed 
and chainedto the will ofthe deuill, ſo asthou | 
canſt doe nothing but that which he willeth: | 
laſtly, thinke and belecue that the bondes of | 
Chriſt ſerue to purchaſe thy liberty from hell, | * 
death and damnation . VV hen thou heareſt | 
that hee was brought before Annasand Caia- | * 
phas, thinke it wasmecte , that thy ſurety and | * 
picdge who was to ſuffer the I" | 
ue. 
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duc uno thee, ſhould « wy high ts - 
the mauth of God be Aku ke. and wonder 
at this,thatthe very cocſſentiall &eternall forme 


of God, cucuthe, yery ſoucraigne iudge of the 


' warld, ſtandsto beiudged, audthatby wicked 


mcn;perſywadiog thy ſelfc chat thisfogreatcon- 
fuſion cotnes of thy fines. VVhercupon being 


| further amazed at thy tearctull eſtate, humble 


thy (elſe in duſt and: hes and pray God fo tg 
Cen thy ſtony heart ,tharthoumaiſt turne to 
him, and by true faith lay holdcon Chriſt, who 
hath chus exceedingly, tbaſed him(clfe, that his 


ignominy may be thy glory, and his arraign- 


mentthypertc& abſolution, VV hen thou rea- 


deft chat Barrabasthe m1 rdercr, was preferred 
before Chriſt, though hee Ala fu both men 


' and angels in holineſſe; thinke itwas to man. - 


feſt his innocency, and charthy very finnes pul- 
ledupon him this ſhamefull reproch;and inthar 
for = cauſc he was eſteemed worſe then Bar- 


rabas, thinke of thy ſclfe asamoſt heynous and 
| wretched linacr, - (as Paul ſaith)the headof 
| allfinners. VWhenthoureadeſt thar he was. 0- 
penly and iudicially condemned to the curſed _. 
pay of thecroſle, conſider whatisthe wrath 


and fury of God againſt ſinnc, and whatis his 


great and infinite mercy to ſinners: andinthis 
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=_— Of the right Kkmowteage } 
ſpefacic looke upon thy ſelfe, and with grones ſelf 
of hearte cry out, and fay, O good God, Ct 
W hat ſerteſt rhon heare before mine eyes? thi 
I,cuenT have finned, I am guiltie and worthy cat 
of damnation .'VV hence comes thischaunge, cif 
thatthy blefſed ſonne is in my roome, but of w: 
thy unſpeakeable mercy ? WW retch that I an, (or 
how haucT forgotten my ſelfe, and thee alſo ri, 
my God? O ſonne of God, how long haſt thon th 
abaſed thy ſelfe tor mee? Therefore give me w 
prace, O God,that bcholding mine owne eſtate fe 
inthe perſon of my Sauiour thus condemned, pl 
I may deteſt and loath my ſinnes that age the tc 
cauſc thereof, and by aliuely fatth enibi% that 
abſolution watch thou offereſt me in him; 

who was condemned in my ſtead androome, Ii 
O Ic{u Chriſt Sauiourot rhe worlde, giveme u 
thy holy and bleſſed fpirite that I may ivudge t 
my ſelte, and be as vile and baſe in mine owne 
eyes as thou waſt vile before the Tewes: alſo 
vnite re unto thee by rhe ſame ſpirite, that in 
thee I may be as worthy ro be accepted before 
God, as I am worthy in my ſclfe to be dete- | 
ſted for my ſ{innes. VV hen thou readefſt, that he 
was clad in purple and crowned with thornes, | | 
mocked and fpittvpon , beholdthe eyerlaſting | 
ſhane that isducuntothee,&be aſhamed of thy | 
 ſeife, | 


of Chyt1it cruci 5 38 


S$ felfe, and in this point conforme thy ſelfe ro 
1, Chriſt, and be content (as he was) tobe repro- 


? thed; abuſed, anddefpiſed, foit be for agood 


y cauſe. When thou readeſt, that before his cru- 
?, cifying, he wasſtript of all his cloathes, thinkeir 
f wasthat he being naked might beare thy ſhame 


! 
\ 
F£ 

, 


| 


x'# 
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-on the croſle, and with his moſtpretious and 


richnakednes couer thy deformitie. VVhen 
thou readeſt the complaint of Chriſt, that he 
was forſaken ofthis father, conſider how hefſub 
fered the pangs and torments of hell as thy 
pledge and {uretic. Learne by his vnſpeakable 


rorments what a fearefullthing iris to ſinne a- 


gainſt God, and beginne torenownce thy lelfe, 


and deteſt thy ſinnes, and to walke as achilde of 
ught, according to the meaſure of grace recei- 
ued. VV hen thou commeſt to die, ſet before 
thine eyes Chriſt in the middeſt of all histor- 
ments on the crofle: in beholding of which ſpe- 
Qacle to thy endles comfort, thou ſhalt ſee apa- 
radiſein the middelt of hell : God the father re- 
conaled vnto thee, thy Sauiour reaching our 


| | His hands vnto thee to receiue thy ſole vnto 
| himz and his crofle asaladder to aduance it to e- 


ternall gloric. VV heteas he cried aloud witha 
ſtrong voyce at the point of death, it wasto 
ſhew thar he died willingly without violence 

or 


| 
j 
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or conſtraint from any creature, and that if iſ 
had ſo pleaſed him, he could haue freed him(elfa jr 
from death, and haue caſt his very encmiesto{n 
the very bottome of hell. Wheathourecadeſt g 
that he commended his foule intothe handes| a 
of his father , confider that thy ſoule alfo( fo. / 
beicthou wilt belecuc in him) 1s deliucred vp! x 
into the hands. of God, and-ſhall be preſerucd' « 
againſt the rage and malice of all thine enemics;  ] 
and hereupon thou maicſt be bolde to com. x 

c 


mend thy fpirice into the hands of God the fa- 
ther. VWVhea thou readelt of his death, confider 
that thy ftnnes were the cauſe of it, and that 
thou ſhouldeſt hauec ſuffercd the ſame erernal- | 
ly, valcfle the Sonnc of Gad had come in thy | 
roome: againe con{ider his death as a ranfome, 
and apprehend the ſame by faith , as rhe meanes | \ 
of thy life: for by death Chriſt hah woun- | 
ded bath the firſt and ſecond death, and hath : 
made hiscrofſle to be a throne or tribunall ſcate 
of iudgement againſt all his and thine encmies. 
When thou readeſt of the trembling of the 
earth ar the death of Chriſt, thinke with thy | 
ſelfe ir did in his kinde as it were groane vn- | 
der the burden of the Gnnes of men in the | 
worlde: and by his motion then it fignificd | 
that egen thou and the reſt deſerued rather i 
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| of Chriit eyntzfien,\"\ IF 
f ihe ſwallowed of the carth, andto goe downe 
lfointothe pit aliue, then to haucany partinthe 
tO\mericof Chriſt crucified. VVhen'thou readeſt 
clt of his buriall, thinke it wasto ratifie his death, 
Jcs| and to vanquiſh death cneninhis ownedenne, 
lo! Applic this burial: to chy (elfe, and belecue 
VP that it ſerues to make thy graue a bedde of 
cd downe, and to free thy bodie from corruption; 
*S; Laſtly, pray ro God that thou maicſt teclethe 
N- power of the ſpirite of Chriſt, weakning and 
a | conſuming the bodie of finne, euen asa deade 
et | corps rots in the graue,till it be reſolued to duſt. 
at When thou haſt thus peruſed and applied 
l-' to thy (dlte the hiſtorie of the Paſs1on of Chriſt, 
y | goe yet further, and labour by faith to ſee 
e, Chriſt crucified in all the workes of God, 
'S either in thee or ypon thee. Beholde him at 
- thy table in meate and drinke, which is as it 


1 | were a liuely ſermon and adaily pledgeofthe 
© mercie of God in Chriſt. Bcholde him. in 
, 
p 


all chine afflitions, as thy partner that pitierh 
thy caſe, and hath compalsien on thee .-Bc- 
? | hold himinthy moſt daungeroustemprations, 
- | in which thedcuill thundereth damnation, be- 
> | hold him, Ifay, asamightic Sampſon bearing 
l | away the gates of his cnemies vpon his owne 
 ! ſhoulders: and killing more by death then 


| | 


Fo 
- 


cc 


Of the r:ght knowledge | 


3s | 
by life, crucifying che deuill , cucn then whenhn 


heis crucified, by death killing death : by en-y, 
trance intothegraue, opening the graue and, 
giuing life to the dead, and in the houſe of 
death ſpoiling him of all his ſtrength and pow- 1, 
er. Bcholde him in all the atfhictions of thy | 
brethren, asthough he himſelfe were naked, |. 
hungrie, ficke, harbourleſſe, and doe vnto |, 
themall che good thoucanſt, asro Chriſt him- 
ſelfe. If thou wouldeſt behold God him{lfe , 
looke vpon him in Chriſt crucified , who is 
the ingrauen image of the fathers perſon; and | 
know it to be a terrible thing in the time of 
thetrouble of thy conſcience tothinke of God 
without Chriſt, in whoſe face the glorie of 
God in his endlefle mercie 15 to be ſeene, 2. Cor. 
4.v.6. If thou wouldeſt come to God for 
orace, for comfort, for ſaluation, for any ble(- 


| fing, come firſt to Chriſt hanging, blecding, 


dying vponthecrofle, without whome there 

is no hearing God, no helping God, no fauing 

God, no God to thee at all. In a word, let | 
Chriſt be all things without exception vnto | 
thee, Colofl. 3.11. for when thou praieſt for | 
any bleſsing cither temporall or ſpirituall, beit | 
whatſocuer it will be or canbe, thou mult aske 


itatthe hauds of God the father by the merit 
and 
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1 | of Chrift cracified. - 39 


eaknd mediation of Chriſt crucified: nowlooke - 
-N-as we aske bleſsings at Gods hand, ſo muſt 
nd VC recclue' chem of him; and as they are re- 
O&ceiued, ſo muſt wepoſſeſſe and vſethem dai- 
V-Iy, namely as gifts of God procured to ys by 
I (the merit of Chriſt : which gifts for this very 


of 
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d, cauſe, muſt be wholly imploied tothe honour 
O of Chiiſt, | 
1- | 
: | 
IF: | 
Is 

d 
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